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Homework Policy

Help for non-English Speakers.
If you need help to understand the information in this policy, please contact Miners

Rest Primary School on 03 5334 6328 or miners.rest.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Interpreter

Purpose

To outline to our school community the Department’s and Miners Rest Primary School’s policy
requirements relating to homework.

Scope

This policy applies to students in all year levels and staff responsible for setting and monitoring
homework at Miners Rest Primary School.

Rationale

Homework benefits students by complementing classroom learning, fostering good study habits and
providing an opportunity for students to be responsible for their own learning.

Definitions

Homework is tasks assigned to students by teachers that are meant to be carried out during
non-school hours.

Policy

At Miners Rest Primary School, homework is designed to support and extend student learning in a
purposeful and manageable way. Homework provides opportunities for students to consolidate skills,
develop independence, and build positive learning habits beyond the classroom.

Homework at Miners Rest Primary School may include a range of activities that support literacy,
numeracy, and inquiry learning, such as:

independent reading and reading for pleasure

practising literacy skills (e.g. spelling, vocabulary, writing)

creative tasks such as art, design, or reflective writing

engaging with family members through discussions, interviews, or shared learning activities
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Early Years (Foundation — Year 2)
Recommended: 5-10 minutes per night
Homework will focus on building foundational literacy skills and positive learning habits and may

include:
e reading to, with, and by parents/carers
e nightly reading recorded in reading diaries
e simple tasks linked to classroom learning (e.g. word work, show and tell preparation)
e informal learning activities such as storytelling, games, and conversation to build vocabulary

Parental involvement is essential at this stage to support language development and engagement.

Middle Years (Years 3-4)
Recommended: 10-20 minutes per night
Homework will support increasing independence and may include:

e daily independent reading recorded in reading diaries
Teachers may occasionally assign unfinished classwork as homework.

Senior Years (Years 5-6)

Recommended: 20—30 minutes per night

Homework will prepare students for increased independence and transition to secondary school and
may include:

e daily independent reading
Teachers may assign unfinished classwork as homework where appropriate.

Shared expectations and responsibilities

Homework is a shared responsibility between the school, teachers, students and their
parents/carers. In order to get the most out of homework tasks, it is important that everyone
understands their obligations and responsibilities.

Role of the Teacher:

Share homework expectations with families at the beginning of each year.

Provide clear expectations about the homework given.

Set relevant and meaningful tasks that are related to classroom learning.

Monitor student completion of their learning.

Provide feedback to the students.

Determine tasks, considering the student’s ability, home circumstances and commitments.
Specialist teachers may liaise with the classroom teacher to have children finish specific tasks
where appropriate.

e Encourage students to read in the holidays.

Dundas Street Miners Rest Victoria 3352 (03) 5334 6328 miners.rest.ps@education.vic.gov.au

ABN. 36 980 883 527



MINERS REST
¥

Role of the Students:

e Students need to make sure they take home everything required to complete homework
tasks.

e Students need to manage their time so there is no panic when homework is due.

e Students will be expected to complete their own homework and, if there is a difficulty, they
need to advise the teacher.

Role of Parents / Guardians:

Notify the teacher if there is any difficulty with the tasks set.

Listen to students read and ask questions about understanding.

Parents are asked to sign their child’s Reading Diary (F-2).

Parents are asked to sign their child’s Reading Journal and homework tasks (3-6).

Parents are invited to provide feedback to their child by writing a message on the homework.
Set an environment and routine at home that fits their family.

Monitor disruptions.

Support for students and parents/carers

Miners Rest Primary School understands that students have different learning strengths, preferences
and interests and may approach learning activities and homework differently. If parents/carers are
concerned their child may not understand the homework tasks that have been set or is spending a
long period of time completing their homework, we encourage parents/carers to speak to their
child’s teacher.

Communication
This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:

e Available publicly on our school’s website (or insert other online parent/carer/student
communication method)

® Reminders in our school newsletter

e Discussed at annual staff briefings/meetings

e Hard copy available from school administration upon request

Related policies and resources
o Homework — Department Policy
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